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In the Claims: 


Please cancel claim 2 and amend claims 1, 3 and 11 as indicated below. 



1. (Amended) A terminal block including means for connecting a customer with any 
of a plurality of telecommunications service providers, the block including: 

a plurality of connection majehanisms configured to selectively connect a 
customer to one of at least first and/second providers, respectively; 

wherein said selecti ve connection is accomplished through physical 
disruption of at least one of said plurality of connection mechanisms, said physical 
disruption occurring tho customer' a service provider is changed without inserting or 
removing wires from the terminal block. 


2. (Cancelled) 


3. (Amended) The terminal block of claim 2 A terminal block for connecting a 
customer with any of a plurality offtelecommunications service providers, the block 
including: I 

a first connection mechanism which, when not disabled, connects a customer 
to a first service provider: 

a second connection mechanism which, when not disabled, connects the 
customer to a second service prov ;der; and 


a disabling mechanism for 


disabling either the first connection mechanism or 


the second connection mechanism 


wherein the first and secon i connection mechanisms each include normally- 
closed contacts, and the disabling mechanism includes one or more insulating plugs 
insertable into at least one of the n< >rmally-closed contacts, so as to disable the first 
connection mechanism or the second connection mechanism or both the first and the 
second connection mechanisms. 
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4. (Original) A terminal block for connecting a customer with any of a plurality of 
telecommunications service providers, including: 

a plurality of first connection mechanisms and a plurality of second 
connection 
mechanisms; 


each first connection mechani 

series 

between a first terminal and a seconc 
in series between a third terminal an< 


in series between a first terminal and 


;m including a first normally-closed contact in 

terminal, and a second normally-closed contact 
a fourth terminal; 


each second connection mecl anism including a first normally-closed contact 


a second terminal, and a second normally-closed 


contact in series between a third terminal and a fourth terminal. 

5. (Original) The terminal block of claim 4 wherein each of respective first 
connection 

mechanisms is associated with a corresponding second connection mechanism such 
that the second terminal of a respective first connection mechanism is electrically 
connected to the first terminal of a corresponding second connection mechanism, and 
the fourth terminal of a respective first connection mechanism is electrically 
connected to the third terminal of a corresponding second connection mechanism. 


6. (Original) The terminal block o 
in the form of removable insulating 
normally-closed contacts such that, 
normally-closed contacts is broken. 


: claim 5 further including a disabling mechanism 
plugs which are insertable into any of the 
pon insertion, electrical continuity between the 


7. (Original) The terminal block ob claim 6 wherein each of respective pairs of first 
and third terminals of first connection mechanisms are connected to corresponding 

from a first telecommunications service 
of second and fourth terminals of second 


incoming twisted-pair telephone lines 
provider, and each of respective pairs 
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8. (Original) The terminal block of claim 7 wherein each of respective pairs of 
second and fourth terminals of first connection mechanisms and/or each of respective 
pairs of first and third terminals of second connection mechanisms are electrically 
connected to corresponding outgoing twisted-pair telephone lines. 

9. (Original) The terminal block of claim 8 wherein the outgoing twisted-pair 
telephone lines are routed to a customer premises. 


10. (Original) The terminal block of claim 8 wherein the outgoing twisted-pair 
telephone lines are routed to a customer premises through ancillary equipment. 


11. (Amended) 


includes a switching m e chanism for 
the customer premises. 


The terminal blpck of claim 10 wherein the ancillary equipment 
configured to provide providing a local loop to 


is 


first ; 


12. (Original) The terminal block of 
insulating plugs are inserted into the 
to connect a customer with the seconc 
the third and fourth normally-closed c 
first telecommunications service prov id 


13. (Original) The terminal block of 
second connection mechanisms is associated 
fourth connection mechanisms. 


(tlaim 8 wherein one or more removable 

and second normally-closed contacts so as 
telecommunications service provider, or into 
ontacts so as to connect the customer with the 
er. 


<f laim 7 wherein each of a plurality of first and 
with a corresponding set of third and 


14. (Original) The terminal block of ciaim 13 wherein each third connection 
mechanism includes a first normally-closed contact in series between a first terminal 
and a second terminal, and a second nonmally-closed contact in series between a third 
terminal and a fourth terminal, and eachlfourth connection mechanism includes a first 
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normally-closed contact in series between sf first terminal and a second terminal, and a 
second normally-closed contact in series between a third terminal and a fourth 
terminal. 

15. (Original) The terminal block of claifcn 14 wherein each respective third 
connection mechanism is associated witrf a corresponding fourth connection 
mechanism such that the second terminafi of a respective third connection mechanism 
is electrically connected to the first terminal of a corresponding fourth connection 
mechanism, and the fourth terminal of a respective third connection mechanism is 
electrically connected to the third tenrqpial of a corresponding fourth connection 
mechanism. 

16. (Original) The terminal block of £laim 15 wherein each of respective pairs of first 
and third terminals of third connection mechanisms are connected to corresponding 
outgoing twisted-pair telephone lines routed to a customer premises. 

17. (Original) The terminal block oi claim 15 wherein each of respective pairs of 
second and fourth terminals of fourth connection mechanisms are connected to 
corresponding outgoing twisted-pai i telephone lines routed to a customer premises. 

18. (Original) The terminal block of claim 16 wherein each of respective pairs of 
second and fourth terminals of first connection mechanisms are connected to 
corresponding input terminals of an ancillary switching device including a mechanism 
for providing local loops on the outgoing twisted-wire pair telephone lines. 


19. (Original) The terminal block <bf claim 17 wherein each of respective pairs of 
second and fourth terminals of firstl connection mechanisms are connected to 


corresponding input terminals of ai 


for providing local loops on the oui going twisted- wire pair telephone lines. 


ancillary switching device including a mechanism 


V 
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20. (Original) The terminal block of claim IB wherein each of respective pairs of 
second and fourth terminals of third connection mechanisms are connected to 
corresponding output terminals of the ancillary switching device. 

21. (Original) The terminal block of claim/ 19 wherein each of respective pairs of 
second and fourth terminals of third connection mechanisms are connected to 
corresponding output terminals of the ancillary switching device. 



22. (Original) The terminal block of claim 15 wherein each of respective pairs of first 
and third terminals of third connection mechanisms are connected to corresponding 
outgoing twisted-pair telephone lines routed to a customer premises, and each of 
respective pairs of second and fourth terminals of fourth connection mechanisms are 
connected to corresponding outgoing tjvisted-pair telephone lines routed to a customer 


premises. 

23. (Original) The terminal block of 
disables the first connection mechanisjm 
mechanism to provide access to the second 
connection mechanism and the associated 
access to the first service provider. 


24. (Original) The terminal block of 
includes one or more removable insu 
normally-closed contacts such that, upon 
normally-closed contacts is broken. 


aim 22 wherein a disabling mechanism 
and the associated third connection 

service provider, or disables the second 
fourth connection mechanism to provide 


aim 23 wherein the disabling mechanism 
ating plugs which are insertable into any of the 
insertion, electrical continuity between the 
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